
Masquerade Interrogations Order

We have two suggested orders for interrogating suspects for the Masquerade
show. You can use either, a mix of both, or create your own. Clues that are vital to
solving the mystery are in bold. Feel free to write clues down in a notebook to use
during the show. Characters with an asterisk are extra.

EXAMPLE 1

Act I

Blair: Host of event and Alistair’s sister. She wants to head the family business
Stellar Interstellar. Alistair wasn’t going to invest in Matilda’s company Poise.

Matilda: Alistair wasn’t going to invest in Poise because he found out it sold poison,
not yoga packages. Sarah was embezzling from Orphans Feeding Orphans.

Sarah: Because Alistair is dead, Sarah gets double the embezzlement money.
Arnold and Blair met at Dairy Queen and were super chummy.

Arnold: Confirm meeting. Annie has parents.

Annie: Confirm not being an orphan. Arnold’s rival baseball player was
murdered.

Arnold: Arnold was in Reykjavík when his rival was murdered.

Act II

*Scarlet: Alistair was killed by poison. She’s a poison expert. Wilbert has a list of
poisons.

Detective: Alistair was killed by poison. (if Scarlet isn’t here)

Wilbert: His list of poisons was for research for his next play. Alistair exclusively
used a fancy gold bathroom (opened with a keycard that only club members
are given). Also, Alistair only drank bathroom wine. Wilbert has a keycard for



research. Matilda's distributor was imprisoned for insider trading and now her
business is on the rocks.

Matilda: Yeah, business is not good. She’s not a club member, so she doesn’t have a
keycard. She saw Arnold buy poison at a garage sale.

Arnold: He didn't know Alistar. He was anonymously sent a bathroom keycard
in the mail, and he went inside to look at how beautiful it is. Lorenzo was going
to be fired.

Lorenzo: He was going to be written out of his soap opera because Alistair
produced the show and didn’t think he was talented. He has liquid poison. Annie
has poison bottle capsules.

Annie: Lorenzo’s poison was apple juice (she drank it). Her bottle of poison was
childproof, so she couldn’t open it because she is a child. Sarah is a spy. (And leading
to the extras:) Benedict was blackmailing Alistair over Stellar Interstellar’s moon rock
fraud.

*Benedict: Arnold was passing off rocks he found in his backyard for real moon
rocks, and selling them through his company Stellar Interstellar. Alistair didn't pay
for enough fuel for Emily to make it across the ocean on her daring flight.

*Emily: Emily was stranded on a desert island because of Alistair, so she carries
around a coconut to kill him. Poison is too delicate. Opera was going to expose
Alistair for his moon rock fraud.

*Opera: Benedict wanted to kill her because she wrote a bad review of his
restaurant Salt, which ruined him. Opera was going to kill Benedict right back, but
her assistant got her a python instead of poison. Gary has poison and wanted to
beat Alistair in the upcoming election; his campaign slogan is “We’ll Win Even If We
Have to Kill Someone.”

*Gary: He has a rat problem, so that’s why he has poison. Sarah is a spy.

Sarah: Of course she’s a spy! Only members of her club get keycards. Blair killed a
baseball player.



Blair: Yep, she killed baseball star Johnny Coffee with a t-shirt cannon, but she
got off on a technicality. She doesn't have her keycard, but she hates the
bathroom anyway so she’d never go inside. She would never drink bathroom
wine. Brooke had a love affair with Alistair.

Brooke: She is crazy sad that Alistair is dead. She has poison to kill Stan, so she and
Alistair could run away together. She has a keycard.

Stan: He just found out about his wife Brooke's affair today, so he brought scissors
to stab Alistair with. Poison is too polite.

EXAMPLE 2

Act I

Blair: As Alistair’s sister, she’s a reasonable place to start. I ask about her
relationship with Alistair and what happens to her company Stellar Interstellar now
that he’s gone. Her motive is that Alistair was a terrible businessman and was
ruining the company, and now that he’s dead she gets to take over. Then I’ll
ask her if Alistair had any business deals in the works that could be related to his
death, and she’ll usually mention that he was about to break off his investment in
Matilda’s company Poise.

Matilda: Alistair refused to invest in her business after he found out her app Poise
sold poison, not yoga packages. Also, Brooke recently bought some poison and
Sarah embezzled money with Alistair.

Brooke: She bought a whole lot of poison from Poise.

Sarah: She and Alistair were embezzling together from Orphans Feeding Orphans,
and now she can embezzle twice as much without him around. Then I ask if she’s
seen any suspicious behavior recently to get her to talk about seeing Arnold and
Blair at a Dairy Queen together, which we need to hear to get to the killer.

Arnold: He didn’t know Alistair. Blair invited him to the fundraiser because he’s
famous. Then I’ll ask him if there’s anyone here who isn’t who they say they are. He
should tell you about Orphan Annie not being an orphan.



Annie: She has a mom and dad. Alistair hated orphans and she hated him right
back. Then ask if she knows anyone here with a mysterious past. She should tell
you that Arnold’s rival baseball player died, and was possibly murdered.

Arnold: I’ll usually pop back to him real fast, to see if I can solve that baseball
murder case too! Arnold was in Iceland when his rival was murdered.

Act II

*Scarlett: She’s our resident poison expert. I’ll ask her about her relationship with
Alistair. He hadn’t paid her for the surgery she did for him. Then, I’ll ask if she’s seen
anything suspicious having to do with poison today. She should tell you that Wilbert
has a poison list.

Wilbert: He has a poison list, but it’s just research for his next novel (which sounds
suspiciously like Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet). Then I’ll ask him about the
autobiography he ghost wrote for Alistair. (He plagiarized it and Alistair didn’t pay
him for writing it.) This can lead Wilbert to talk about his research for Alistair’s
autobiography. You need to get him to tell you that there’s a bathroom at the
club which Alistair used exclusively. It’s the only place someone could have
gotten poison into his drink (because Alistair drank exclusively from the wine
kept at the wine bar in the bathroom). The bathroom was only accessible by
keycard. Wilbert has a keycard of course, for research. He also knows that Alistair
was part of a mass case of food poisoning from the restaurant Salt.

Then I jump over to Sarah because she’s the owner of the country club and can
confirm the above information.

Sarah: I’ll ask her about whether she’s seen any crimes being committed lately so
she can tell me that Blair killed Johnny Coffee with a t-shirt cannon, but the
charges were dropped.

Blair: She’ll confirm the above. Then I ask her about the bathroom and her key card
access, and she will talk about how she hates the bathroom and doesn’t have
her keycard. She never brings it because she won’t drink bathroom wine. She
also knows about Brooke and Alistair having an affair and Stan being super mad
about it.



Brooke: She’ll confirm the affair, and that she has a keycard, but she’s very upset
about Alistair’s death. She was planning to poison Stan tonight so she could live
happily with Alistair.

Stan: He knew about the affair, and was super mad about it. He was planning to
stab Alistair with scissors. Poisoning is too delicate for him. He saw Annie with some
poison earlier.

Annie: She took poison from Lorenzo, but it turned out to be a prop from his soap
opera and was actually apple juice. She also found a bottle of poison, but it was
childproof so she couldn’t open it. Alistair’s company Stellar Interstellar passed off
backyard rocks as real moon rocks, and Benedict was blackmailing him over it.
Annie also knows that Sarah is a spy.

*Benedict: Everyone at his restaurant Salt got food poisoning, including Alistair. He
also recently bought poison and split it with Arnold. Benedict was here tonight
to poison Opera.

*Opera: She knew that Benedict was trying to kill her, which is why she tried to get
her own poison. But her assistant gave her a python instead, and she put it in
Sarah’s purse. You also want her to tell you Gary’s slogan, “We’ll Win Even If We
Have to Kill Someone.”

*Emily: She’ll have more information about Gary. Then ask her about her
relationship with Alistair. She wanted him dead because his cheapness stranded
her on a desert island, but she wanted to bang him over the head with a coconut.
Poison wouldn’t have been satisfying. She also knows that Gary recently bought rat
poison.

*Gary: Ask him about his slogan. He can talk about how he’s going to save money
now that Alistair is dead (although that’s on page 2). In regards to his rat poison, he
actually has a rat problem. He saw Scarlett buying poison at the same time. (He also
knows Sarah is a spy; often the guest playing Sarah will speak up when this is
mentioned).

Someone may have mentioned by now that Matilda’s distributor was arrested for
insider trading, so it’s a double blow to her to have lost Alistair’s investment. If
not, you can always say this information to make sense of the jump over to her.



Matilda: She isn’t a member of the country club. She saw Arnold and Benedict
buying poison and splitting it, and that’s why she knows her business is a good
business model; her customers don’t have to buy their poison at garage sales.

Arnold: He bought poison. I’ll usually have him reiterate he didn’t know Alistair and
had never met him before tonight. I’ll ask him if he’s a member of the club: he’s not,
so I’ll assume that he doesn’t have access to the bathroom. He should correct you
and say that he DID have access AND has been in there tonight. But, if he
doesn’t, it might be hard to get that information out. It will really depend on how
well you think your Arnold has paid attention to their binder and/or is it open and
obvious in front of them. He can also tell you how Alistair was getting Lorenzo
written out of the soap opera he was on.

Lorenzo: He was getting written out of the soap opera because Alistair produced it
and didn’t like him. He’s been stealing props from the set, like the poison (apple
juice) Annie found earlier. You’ve probably heard this information (it’s mostly on the
second page), but it’ll make Lorenzo’s motive stronger as a red herring. I’ll end with
anything he wants to share, since most of his information we will have already
heard about.


